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Don’t turn away from “Bad Breath”

Does your pet have dreaded doggy breath? Don’t turn away as bad breath can kill. Bad
breath is generally caused by dental disease, a sneaky condition that likes to hide in your
pet's mouth. Up to 80% of our pets might be suffering from this nasty disease and it is
one of the most common problems we come across.
If your pet isn’t having to work very hard to chew their food, plaque and tartar build up
around the teeth leading to irritation of the gum and an inflammatory condition called
gingivitis. Eventually the gum separates from the tooth allowing small pockets of bacteria
to accumulate. This bacteria can travel around your pet’s body, affecting the overall
health of your pet.

You should not ignore this disease as it is very painful and can impact the

kidneys, heart and liver.

Signs of dental disease might include:
* Bad breath (also known as 'doggy breath')
* Drooling from the mouth or poking the tongue out
* Bleeding from the mouth
* A loss of appetite or weight loss
Sometimes the signs are subtle and you may not notice anything at all. This is just anoth-
er reason why regular check ups with us are important as during a routine examination
we will always examine your pet's mouth.
If we diagnose dental disease early enough, we can implement a dental disease treat-
ment plan and prevent further damage to your pet's teeth, giving you and your pet some-
thing to smile about!

Dental Care at home

This is a very common question and thankfully we have lots of tools up our sleeve.
Here’s our top tips:

Get your pet chewing!

Every mouthful your pet takes should be hard work! Think of what our pets would eat in
the wild — chewy, sinewy food that requires ripping, tearing and crunching. This is the
natural way and best way to clean the teeth.

We have excellent dry food diets available that are actually designed to clean the tooth
as your pet chews. We can also advise you on the best chews and treats available
when it comes to dental care. Not every chew on the market is entirely safe for your pet

so it's best to ask us for the guidance.
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Brush those pearly whites

Believe it or not, this is considered gold standard in home
care. We have tooth brushes that enable you to get into the
hard to reach places. We are also happy to demonstrate
brushing with your pet. Keep in mind that it can take a few
months for your pet to get used to the idea. Daily brushing is ! e’ /
recommended (in an ideal world) however a couple of timesa | = e
week is better than no brushing at all! If you are using a dental i‘!r“g A
paste make sure it is safe for pets (human toothpaste is toxic) §
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Did you say “warts”

Did you know that your dog can return home from the park with more than just
a wagging tail...? Your dog can catch warts! There’s no need to worry but it's
best to read on for all the information.

Warts are caused by the oral papilloma virus. The virus is spread through
direct contact with an infected dog or via contact with a shared ball, water
bowl or frisbee. The virus enters through a break in the skin and in a couple of
months, warts can pop up on the lips, gums, tongue and roof of the mouth or
in the throat. In some cases the warts end up growing on top of one another
creating cauliflower like lesions (yuk!).

The good news is that most warts will disappear without any treatment.—
warts tend to look worse than they actually are
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Patient of

the Month

It is always wonderful to
share a "good news" story
with our friends. Snowy is a
young Australian Cattle dog
who was rescued back in
early March. When he came
to RivaPetz for a weigh-in he
was only 8.45kg and fully
grown - needless to say he
was in a really bad way and
needed lots of special care
and attention.

In addition to feeding him
really well, his new family
also made sure he was up to
date with his vaccinations,
worming and heartworm
prevention. He also had
some blood taken to make
sure that his poor body con-
dition was only due to a lack
of food, not an underlying
medical problem.

He was back visiting
RivaPetz a few weeks ago
when he had his castration
surgery. His surgery was a
litle more complicated than
normal, because his left tes-
ticle was in his groin rather
than this scrotum. He is so
fortunate to have a loving
family to look after him - he
now weighs 14.7kg and
looks amazing
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